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What'is Miniihalismk; :

- -

SNUENEIS an example ofiminimalistart.,.

How would you describe
this painting?



_ Origins of Minimalism, =

BAViRimalism orlglnafés from Amerlca and

Je\/‘—\JCnﬂc dUrng the 1960’s and 19 §_-.

It WJ\ reaction to the ‘rebirth’ of
e fl=ll iSm in western music after
Oenberg S death in 1951.

e serial approach to composing did not
1et many minimalist composers express
themselves in the way they wanted.
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Some Famous Composers.

isteve Reich.
R COTISICEN 2@ torbeone of the most |mportant
i Jrru COMPOSETS.

r\Jlow g the listener to be aware of gradual
c"r]« 1ges in his music was very important to

—

,:;, : e fh
=5 Relch liked to experiment with tape loops and

~ through this developed the ‘phase shifting’
technigue.

® Clapping music is one of his famous pieces.



Some Famous Com
SPhilipGlass
SHIE only minimalist composer to be
I) \/JJV d in theatre and opera.

J J_JL)_? u5|c IS deceptively simple using
rnatlng notes and repeated broken

- ,

"‘-"VIO|II’\ Concerto is one of his famous
- pieces.
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Some Famous Composers,..

SNerry Rile |
ERR|EAN SR NTHERENaENCOl EAGUETOEaN M OAtE s
YJ,JrL, "WHO Was the first composer to write in

U nlmallst style and considered to be the

1.4;

follnl t SO minimalism.

2 RJJ&V experlmented with tape loops of various
~— SO nglls Using delay and some instrumental
spunds

He Was also a solo performer who experimented
= W|th_the echo device and used alto of repeated
musical material.

® One of his famous pieces is called 'In C" where
the whole piece is based around the note C.
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hatis Minimalism?

> M]n]rr"‘ S'made Up or shor ,|pe
r@g@j patterns called /oops.

2 fls "Ioops change a tiny bit gradually
J\ -rtlme

~ Sihere is no real tune — you can't sing
= along to minimalist music.

‘® The harmonies are made by layering
patterns one on top of the other.

—
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alist....

O /1 ea letter — m
| ‘ﬂi’le!!!

- Get from the word Tune to the word Dul/
crlzlsl Jj gl just one letter at a time.

YJLV\' come up with 9 other words
- De @re Vou reach your destination.
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'O-Clue If you change U to O, the 2" word
'_-' ‘becomes tone.

® Good Luck!!!



eta@qrphads} -

IS IS Where tiny changes are made over
era “one note, or one bit of the rhythm.
- lr ha a similar effect to the word game

=o Just played — a dramatic difference

w«f"é‘lthough it can often go full circle so the
- notes end up exactly the same at the end.

“® See example on the next slide:



etamorphosis —-Example™
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etamorphosis - Task




cy5ia DIgpart'in minimalism.

BREDEDL ted loops used to be played using these
cle uf IONEd tape recorders.

BEomposers had to cut the tape then stick it back
together to create loops.

B

e st

= -1t Would then be played over and over.
= "Thls form of looping is like sampling.

e The different loops were put together usin
multitrack recordings. They were recorded, one
on top of another, to create the layered sound.
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Addition or subtractionor ...
. notes

2 Notes

5ican be gradually added:

"r 1 this example, one note is added in each
= repetition of the melody, and the rhythm is

~ altered accordingly.

® [he opposite can be achieved by adding rests.

See example on next slide.







o p—
SSubtracting Notes

et

- ‘ e —

— Here you can see that each time the simple

4 note motif is repeated, one note is
omitted until there is silence in bar 3. Then

the 4 note motif returns and repeats.
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Phase, Shifting®"
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BRIRIthis example, two performers start with the

p—

= = some pattern in the first bar.

- il i — P

o= —

= ® On each repeat, a a rest is added to the 2nd
part. This moves them out of sync and then
gradually back in. This is known as phase

shifting.



Phase Shifting Tasks
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J Loo,):) “different Iengths IN each part e.g.
2] 4=p)ele] Ioop and a 5-beat loop played at
't'ns f“? he time.

e You get a similar effect to phase shifting

T ~ as the patterns move apart then back
= ‘fagether

“e See Example on next slide:
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“SLayering Task
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G/IET. Wauwderdaﬂ%j?' ‘

1, WslEie -;nd when did Mlnlmallsm originate?
23 J\J,erl.a- ‘Minimalist composer?

9. Nelg ;at least one of the musical devices used
Mp Viinimalist composers? Can you explain how
,,,,, 1s device works?

_ } ‘How can music technology be used in
- Minimalism?



I(ey Words-) -

SRIone - sustalned sound.
2 _)LJ_,\)J IC — notes belonging to a key.

o C oilz armon\UConsonance Notes that
soundinice played together.

~ *Re petition — a repeated section of music.

= f-Ostmato/ Loop — a repeated rhythm, melody
~~ Or chord pattern.

- ® Motif — short melodic or rhythmic ideas used as
a basis for development in a composition.

e




KeyWordsss

Polyrhythims — two or' more different rhythms played
LWOGELNES at- the same time.
Phiasers Aiifting — where two or more versions of a

SOUNGOr ‘musical motif are played simultaneously but
Slie)gl y out of synchronisation.

=S Note Addition — a method of developing cells in
-,,..’ﬁ‘ nimalist music by gradually adding notes to the

g—
- —~er|g|nal cell.

o Note Subtraction — a method of developing cells in

minimalist music by gradually taking notes away from
the original cell.



Key Words/. Features

|J_/A_fjj_]r —
Dynam) S
JJJHJ_)J’\;‘ i
f -er ¢ changes

| p ex Rhythms

o Text ure

=t ——’-

admg In and out
‘j\ccents
e Alternating between notes
® Arpeggios
¢ Melodic or rhythmic transformation



